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Our local offer is produced in collaboration with primary schools in  
The North Cotswolds Partnership 

 

Key Contacts: 

SENDco Lisa Loxton  

SEND Governor Rebecca Tuach 

Parent Support Advisor Liz Hamilton 

Wellbeing Support Emma Watt 

 

Introduction – Our Vision and SOAR Values 

At The Rissington School, inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. We are committed to ensuring 
that every pupil attends, participates, belongs, achieves and feels valued within our school 
community. Through our SOAR values of Self-Belief, Opportunity, Ambition and Responsibility, we 
work to remove barriers to learning and enable all pupils to flourish academically, socially and 
emotionally. 
We value the views of pupils and families and involve them in decisions about support and provision. 
We are committed to helping pupils develop independence, resilience and confidence, preparing 
them for future education and adult life. 

Who Should I Contact? 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDco)  
 
The Rissington School SENDCO is Mrs Lisa Loxton. She has responsibility for the overall management 
of SEND in the school. Email: senco@greatrissington.gloucs.sch.uk 
 
  

 
The SENDCo leads and coordinates SEND provision across the school. This includes overseeing SEND 
support, advising staff, working with families and external agencies, monitoring pupil progress and 
ensuring the school's statutory SEND duties are met. 
 
Headteacher  
 
The Headteacher is responsible for:  
 

Co-ordinating 
support for all 
children with 
SEND needs

Ensuring all 
parents/carers 
are involved in 
the graduated 
pathway for 
their child

Providing 
support for 

staff in school 
so that children 

with SEND in 
school can 
achieve the 

best progress 
possible 

Updating the 
school’s SEND 
register and 

keeping 
records of each 
child’s progress 

and learning 
needs 

Liaising with 
outside 

agencies, 
which may 
come and 

support your 
child’s learning 

Working with 
class teachers, 

parents, 
children and 

other 
professionals 
to write and 

maintain EHC 
plans 
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Class Teacher  
 

 

Class teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their 

class, including those with SEND. Through high-quality adaptive teaching, teachers identify barriers to 

learning, plan appropriate support and monitor progress closely. They work in partnership with 

parents, pupils, the SENDco and other professionals to set appropriate outcomes and ensure that 

provision is tailored to individual needs. 
 

 

SEND Governor  
 
The SEND Governor is Mrs Rebecca Tuach.  
 

The SEND Governor supports the governing body in fulfilling its statutory responsibilities for pupils 

with SEND. The governor works closely with the SENDco to monitor SEND provision, review 

information relating to pupil outcomes, attendance and inclusion, and ensure that SEND remains a 

priority within the school's strategic development. Regular monitoring visits help governors 

understand the impact of SEND provision and support ongoing school improvement. 
 

  

The day to day 
management of 

all aspects of 
the school, 

including the 
support for 

children with 
SEND 

Ensuring that 
the needs of 
pupils with 

SEND are met 

Keeping the 
Governing 
Body up to 

date about any 
issues in the 

school relating 
to SEND 

Working with the 
SBM and 

Governors to 
plan and spend 

money for 
children with 

SEND effectively, 
monitoring the 
impact of such 

spending.

Keeping 
appropriate 

records on your 
child and 
his/her 

progress, which 
can be used to 
identify areas 

of support 

Working with 
the SENDCO 

and identifying, 
planning and 

delivering any 
additional help 
that your child 

may need 

Working with 
the SENDCO to 

share and 
review 

assessment and 
progress 

information 

Informing you 
of progress at 

Parent’s 
Evenings and 

reviewing your 
child’s My Plan 
with you, three 

times a year. 

Working with 
outside 

agencies which 
may offer 

advice and help 
to support your 

child 
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How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in school?  

If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should: 

 
How Are SEND Needs Identified? 

SEND needs are identified through teacher observation, assessment information, discussions with 
parents and pupils, attendance and behaviour information, and advice from external professionals 
where appropriate. Slow progress alone does not necessarily indicate SEND. Where concerns are 
identified, support is implemented using the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review. 
 
High-Quality Teaching and Ordinarily Available Provision 
High-quality teaching is the foundation of support for all pupils at The Rissington School. Teachers use 
adaptive teaching strategies and a range of classroom approaches to ensure that learners can access 
the curriculum successfully. This may include visual supports, differentiated resources, scaffolded 
learning, additional processing time, vocabulary support, structured routines and sensory 
adjustments. These strategies form part of the school's ordinarily available provision. 
Every child can expect: 
 Clear routines 
 Visual supports 
 Vocabulary teaching 
 Scaffolded learning 
 Retrieval practice 
 Chunked instructions 
 Flexible grouping 
 Sensory adjustments where appropriate 
 
Support for pupils with SEND is tailored to individual needs and may include classroom adaptations, 
targeted interventions, small-group work, pastoral support or advice from specialist services. Support 
is reviewed regularly to ensure that it remains effective. Where a pupil's needs are significant or 
complex, the school may work with parents and professionals to consider whether an Education, 
Health and Care Needs Assessment is appropriate. 

1. Initially, speak to 
your child's class 

teacher

2. Escalate to the 
SENDCo if further 
concerns remain

3. Speak to SEND 
Governor if concerns 

aren't addressed 

4. Follow the school's 
complaints policy if 

required
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The Graduated Approach 
Where a pupil is identified as requiring additional support, the school follows a graduated approach 
using the cycle of Assess, Plan, Do and Review. Information is gathered to understand the pupil's 
needs, agreed outcomes are identified and appropriate support is implemented. The effectiveness of 
provision is then reviewed regularly with pupils, parents, teachers and the SENDco to ensure support 
remains appropriate and effective. 
 
Individual Learning Plans 
Some pupils may have an Individual Learning Plan which outlines their strengths, areas of need, 
targets and agreed provision. Plans are developed in partnership with parents, pupils and staff and 
are reviewed regularly to monitor progress and ensure that strategies continue to support the pupil's 
learning and development effectively. 
 
Different Types of Support Available 
Most pupils with SEND have their needs met through high-quality adaptive teaching and targeted 
support within the classroom. Where additional intervention is required, support is carefully planned, 
implemented and reviewed through the graduated approach. Some pupils may also require 
involvement from specialist services to help identify and meet their needs. For a small number of 
pupils with more complex needs, support may be provided through an Education, Health and Care 
Plan (EHCP). 
 
SEN Support 
Pupils identified as requiring SEN Support receive provision that is funded by the school and tailored 
to their individual needs. Support is documented through Individual Learning Plans, which outline 
agreed outcomes, strategies and provision. These plans are reviewed termly with parents, pupils and 
school staff to ensure that support remains effective and responsive to the child's needs. 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) 
For pupils with more complex or long-term needs, an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) may be 
issued by the Local Authority. An EHCP is a statutory document that outlines a child's special 
educational needs and the provision required to meet those needs. EHCPs are formally reviewed at 
least annually through the Annual Review process, involving parents, school staff and relevant 
professionals. 

Reviewing the Effectiveness of Support 
The school continually evaluates the impact of SEND provision to ensure that support is making a 
positive difference. This includes: 

 Reviewing provision and progress termly. 

 Monitoring progress, attendance, participation and wellbeing. 

 Gathering and considering the views of pupils and parents. 

 Evaluating the effectiveness of interventions and support strategies. 

 Adapting, increasing or discontinuing interventions where they are not demonstrating 
sufficient impact. 

This ongoing cycle of assessment, planning, implementation and review helps to ensure that support 
remains focused on improving outcomes and enabling pupils to achieve their full potential. 
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Attendance, Participation and Belonging 
We are committed to supporting pupils with SEND to attend regularly, participate fully and feel a 
strong sense of belonging. Where attendance concerns arise, we work with families and relevant 
professionals to identify barriers and provide appropriate support. Reasonable adjustments may 
include transition support, safe spaces, adapted routines or additional emotional support. Pupils with 
SEND are encouraged and supported to participate fully in all aspects of school life, including clubs, 
visits and enrichment activities. 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is a priority for all pupils, including those with SEND. We recognise that some children 
with SEND may face additional challenges that can make them more vulnerable. Staff receive training 
to recognise and respond appropriately to safeguarding concerns and work closely with families and 
relevant agencies to ensure pupils are safe, supported and able to access help when needed. 
 
Pastoral Support 
Our Parent Support Advisor is: Liz Hamilton 
Our wellbeing and pastoral support is:  Emma Watt 
We understand that emotional wellbeing is closely linked to a child's ability to learn and succeed. 
Pastoral support is available for pupils who may require assistance with emotional regulation, 
friendships, behaviour, confidence, attendance or family circumstances. Support may be provided 
through school staff, nurture-based approaches or referrals to external services when required. 
 
Working with External Agencies 
Where appropriate, the school works in partnership with a range of specialist services to support 
pupils with SEND. These may include Educational Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy, 
Occupational Therapy, CAMHS, Health Services and other specialist professionals. Advice from 
external agencies helps the school to develop effective provision and support positive outcomes for 
pupils. 
 
Parents are always involved in discussions regarding referrals to external agencies and informed 
consent will be sought prior to referrals being made. 

How is The Rissington School accessible? 

Both school sites are accessible and reasonable adjustments are made to enable pupils with SEND to 
access all aspects of school life. Accessibility features include ramped access, accessible toilets, 
widened doorways, a stair lift, a hygiene suite; sound system and specialist equipment where 
required. Additional adjustments are considered on an individual basis. Where required, Personal 
Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs) are implemented to support pupil safety. 

  



SEN INFORMATION REPORT  
2026-2027 

   

 

What are the four broad areas of need in SEND? 

 
 

What Support is Available? 

Provision for each child is met on an individual basis. Some children will have support in class; others 
will be withdrawn for short periods to cover individual work, while some will work on a differentiated 
curriculum in groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•Speech and language difficulties

•Children with ASC, including Asperger’s Syndrome and 
Autism

•Developmental Language Delay

Communication and 
Interaction

•Moderate, severe and profound learning difficulties

•Specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
dyscalculia

Cognition and Learning

•This refers to behaviours that reflect underlying mental 
health difficulties 

•Neurodevelopmental difference including ADHD and 
ADD

Social, emotional and 
mental health difficulties

•Many children with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment 
(HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist 
support and/or equipment to access their learning

Sensory and/or physical 
needs

•Intervention or social 
groups

•Led by teacher or TA

•Work on specific targets

•Often provided by 
EHCP

•Specialist support 
required

•Different techniques 
and ways of teaching 
are utilised to fully 
involve children in 
their learning in class 
(e.g. more practical 
learning).

•Quality first teaching 
for all children

•Use specific strategies 
to support learning

•Fill gaps in learning

1. Class 
teacher 

input

2. Additional 
class 

teacher 
support

3. Specific 
small group 

work

4. Specified 
individual 

work
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How is extra support allocated? 

The school receives funding from the Local Authority to support pupils with SEND. This funding is 

used to provide additional resources, interventions, staffing, specialist equipment and training in 

order to meet identified needs. Decisions regarding the deployment of SEND funding are made in line 

with pupil needs and are monitored to ensure that provision has a positive impact on outcomes. 
 
In 2025-2026 the school was allocated a High Needs allocation of £187,337.   
 
This funding was used towards 1:1 adult support, dedicated SENCO time, intervention groups, 
intervention materials, pastoral and wellbeing support; training (Restorative practice; Mental Health, 
Phonics, Tutoring with the Lightning Squad; De-escalation training; Team teach); setting up and 
resourcing of SEND spaces and a family support worker for parents. 
 
The Headteacher decides on the budget for SEND in consultation with the school governors and 
finance officer.  Funding may be used to employ teaching assistants to work with children with EHC 
Plans, individuals and groups with SEND and to send staff on relevant training if required. 
 
Other resources are purchased for use with individuals or groups where appropriate.  All 
resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed. 
 

Staff Training and Expertise in Supporting Pupils with SEND 

Staff receive regular SEND training to develop inclusive practice and meet the needs of current 

pupils. Training may include adaptive teaching, communication and interaction needs, SEMH, specific 

learning difficulties and other identified priorities. The school also accesses advice and training from a 

range of external specialists. 

Where specialist expertise is required, the school works in partnership with external professionals 

who provide advice, consultation and training for staff. These may include Educational Psychologists, 

Advisory Teachers, Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, NHS professionals and 

other specialist services. The recommendations and guidance provided by these professionals help 

staff to develop effective strategies and approaches to meet the individual needs of pupils. 

Specialist Services That May Support the School 

The school accesses advice, support and training from a range of external agencies and specialist 

services, including: 

 Educational Psychology Service 

 Advisory Teaching Service 

 Speech and Language Therapy Service 

 Occupational Therapy Service 

 School Nursing Service 

 Gloucestershire Healthy Living and Learning (GHLL) 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
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 Specialist SEND Support Services 

 Early Help Services 

 Local Authority SEND Services 

These services work collaboratively with school staff, pupils and families to support assessment, 

intervention, training and the development of effective provision that enables pupils with SEND to 

achieve their full potential. 

How will teaching be adapted? 

All pupils have the right to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. All pupils with SEND are taught 
with their peers in mainstream classes by the class teacher, and study the curriculum appropriate for 
their needs. 
 
All teaching and support staff are aware of the Early Years Framework Statements and the National 
Curriculum Statements and in their planning and teaching strive to: 

 Provide suitable learning challenges 

 Meet their pupils’ diverse learning needs 

 Remove the barriers to learning and assessment 
 
Teachers match the learning objectives to the needs and abilities of their pupils. They use a range of 
strategies to develop each pupil’s knowledge, understanding and skills. Where appropriate, materials 
are modified or support is provided to enable pupils with SEND to access the learning and the 
assessment process. 
Specific resources and strategies may be used to support children individually or in groups. 
 
The school acknowledges that its practices make a difference and because of this the school and 
teachers regularly review issues related to pupils with SEND and classroom organisation, teaching 
styles and methods, materials and tasks to determine how these can be improved. 

How Do We Monitor and Review the Progress of Pupils? 

Progress is monitored through ongoing assessment, pupil progress meetings and regular review of 
SEND provision. Class teachers, parents, pupils and the SENDCo work together to evaluate support 
and identify next steps. Pupils with EHCPs receive a formal Annual Review each year. The SENDCo 
maintains oversight of provision and outcomes across the school. 

Supporting Pupils Through Times of Transition 

We recognise that periods of transition can be significant for children and young people, particularly 

for those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Whether moving between classes, 

key stages, school sites or transferring to a new educational setting, we work closely with pupils, 

families and relevant professionals to ensure that transitions are carefully planned and well 

supported. Our aim is to provide a smooth and positive experience that minimises anxiety, promotes 

confidence and enables every child to feel prepared, supported and ready for the next stage of their 

education. 
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How Do We Support Parents and Carers of Pupils with SEND? 

We work closely with parents and carers and value their contribution to all aspects of SEND support. 
The class teacher is the first point of contact for concerns about progress. The SENDCo is also 
available to discuss SEND provision and coordinate additional support where required. Parents are 
involved in reviewing Individual Learning Plans, EHCPs and other SEND provision, and receive regular 
updates about progress and next steps. 

Where appropriate, support staff who work closely with your child may also communicate with 
parents and carers regarding progress, provision and strategies being used to support learning and 
wellbeing. 

The SENDco is available to meet with parents and carers to discuss any SEND-related concerns, 
provide guidance and coordinate additional support where needed. The SENDco can be contacted via 
email at senco@greatrissington.gloucs.sch.uk or through the school office on 01451 820857. 

Where external professionals are involved in supporting your child, with parental consent, feedback 
and recommendations will be shared with families. Wherever possible, copies of reports and advice 

For children entering the school 
from another setting:

•We work with the previous SENDco 
to ensure that we have information 
regarding the best way to meet the 
needs of your child. 

•We also invite you and your child 
to visit the school so that we can 
discuss the best way to meet 
his/her needs.

When moving to a new school

•We will contact the SENDco to 
ensure that he/she knows about 
any special arrangements and we 
will ensure that all records are 
passed on.

When moving classes within the 
school

•Information will be passed to the 
new class teacher in advance and 
your child will have opportunities to 
visit the new class and meet the 
new teacher. 

When moving to secondary school 

•We will arrange to meet the 
SENDco to talk about ways to 
ensure that the transition is 
smooth. There may be a specific 
meeting to prepare you and your 
child for this move and will be 
appropriate for your child to visit 
his/her new school.
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from specialists will be provided to parents and carers to support collaborative planning and 
decision-making. 

Parents and carers are actively involved in the review of SEND provision, including Individual Learning 
Plans and Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs). We value parental views and work in 
partnership to agree outcomes, review progress and plan next steps. 

Teaching and learning are adapted to meet individual needs and, where significant changes to 
provision are introduced, parents and carers will be kept informed. Advice and guidance may also be 
provided to support learning at home, including strategies to help with homework and wider learning 
opportunities. 

Where it is considered beneficial, a home-school communication system, such as a communication 
diary or home-school book, may be established to support regular information sharing between 
home and school. 

Complaints and Concerns 

We value positive and open communication with families and encourage any concerns to be raised at 
the earliest opportunity. In the first instance, parents and carers should discuss concerns with their 
child's class teacher. If further support is required, concerns may be referred to the SENDco or 
Headteacher. 

Should concerns remain unresolved, parents and carers may follow the procedures outlined in the 
school's Complaints Policy. Independent information, advice and support are also available through 
Gloucestershire SENDIASS and other relevant support services. We are committed to working 
collaboratively with families to achieve the best possible outcomes for every child. 

Relevant school documents 

 

This SEN Information Report should be read alongside other key school policies and documents, 

including the SEND Policy, Accessibility Plan, Equality Objectives, Attendance Policy, Behaviour Policy, 

Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy, Safeguarding Policy and Complaints Policy. These 

documents provide further information about how the school supports all pupils to achieve and 

participate fully in school life. 
 
All these policies and more are either available on the school website or you can request copies from 
the school office. 

Helpful SEND Links 

Parents and carers can access further information, advice and support through the following 

organisations and services:   

Gloucestershire Local Offer 

The Local Offer provides information about education, health and social care services available for 

children and young people with SEND across Gloucestershire, including support available from birth 

to age 25. https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/localoffer 
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Gloucestershire SENDIASS 

SENDIASS provides free, confidential and impartial information, advice and support for children and 

young people with SEND and their families. Support is available regarding SEN Support, EHCPs, school 

meetings, exclusions, admissions and appeals. https://sendiassglos.org.uk/ 

Gloucestershire SEND and Inclusion Services 

This Gloucestershire County Council page provides information on SEND services, educational 

support, the Graduated Pathway, specialist services, Alternative Provision and support for families.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-

disability-send-including-autism/ 

Gloucestershire Graduated Pathway 

Families can access information about Gloucestershire's Graduated Pathway and the Assess, Plan, Do, 

Review approach used to identify and support children with SEND.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-

disability-send-including-autism/ 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) 

Information about requesting an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment, Annual Reviews and 

EHCP processes can be found through Gloucestershire County Council SEND services.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-

disability-send-including-autism/ 

NHS Gloucestershire Children and Young People's Services 

Useful information about Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy and 

Neurodevelopmental Services. Families may be signposted here where specialist health support is 

required. https://www.ghc.nhs.uk 

Gloucestershire Parent Carer Forum (Families in Partnership) 

Families in Partnership is Gloucestershire's Parent Carer Forum. It represents the views of parents 

and carers of children and young people with SEND and provides information, events and 

opportunities for consultation with local services. https://www.familiesinpartnership.co.uk 

Preparing for Adulthood 

Information for young people with SEND and their families about preparing for adulthood, 

independence, further education and employment opportunities.  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-

disability-send-including-autism/ 
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